
INT. STEVEN’S HOUSE LIVING ROOM -- DAY

STEVEN slides down the railing next to the stairs in the
living room, landing with his arms raised high above his
head.

STEVEN
(singing)

WHEN YOU’RE STUCK ALL ALONE / ALL
YOU NEED IS A PHONE / TO CALL
CONNIE!

He dances, swinging his hips with the music and taking the
phone off the receiver to use as a pretend microphone. He
sings into it.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
(singing)

IF YOU’RE IN NEED OF A FRIEND /
JUST DIAL AND PRESS SEND / TO CALL
CONNIE!

He spins, wrapping the phone cord around his body.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
(singing)

SHE’S NEVER FAR AWAY / WHEN YOU
HAVE TECHNOL-A-JAY / TO CALL
CONNIE!

With the cord still wrapped around him, he dances too far
away from the table and the phone stand clatters to the
floor. Steven spins the opposite direction, untangling
himself from the cord in the process and goes for the big
finish.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
(singing)

WHEN YOU’RE STUCK ALL ALONE / ALL
YOU NEED IS A PHONE / TO CALL
CONNIE!

He slides on his knees back to the table the phone stand was
on, belting the last note.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
(singing)

CALL CONNIE YEAH!

He poses as the drum beat finishes the song, before rapidly
pressing numbers on the phone. SPLIT SCREEN to show CONNIE’S
side of the conversation. She’s frazzled as she rushes out
of the door of her house.
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CONNIE
Bye Mom! I’ll see you after school!

She opens her cell phone.

CONNIE (CONT’D)
Steven?

STEVEN
Heeeeeeeeeey Connie! You wanna hang
out today?

CONNIE
Steven, I can’t. I have school and
I’m gonna be late and--

STEVEN
School? Again? But you had that
yesterday.

CONNIE
Y-yes, well, I have it every day.

STEVEN
Not on Sunday!

CONNIE
Well, uh, yeah. I meant the
weekdays. Look, Steven, I’m gonna
be late so I’ll call yo--

STEVEN
Is school fun?

CONNIE
Uh, usually?

STEVEN
I’ve never been to school. Maybe I
should try it out.

CONNIE
Steven, you can’t just try school
out. There are rules and enrollment
an--

STEVEN
See ya soon, Connie!

CONNIE
What? Steven!

Steven’s portion of the SPLIT SCREEN closes.
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EXT. CITY STREET -- CONTINUOUS

Connie shakes her head in frustration and hangs up the
phone.

CONNIE (CONT’D)
Listening...not Steven’s strong
suit.

She takes a deep breath and looks ahead at the local school.

CONNIE (CONT’D)
Whatever.

She runs down the street to the school. She runs up the
steps just as the first bell rings.

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY -- DAY

Connie rushes past several students to get to her class.
Halfway down the hallway, a silver portal opens up and
Connie looks, in shock, as it rips open a hole in reality.
Steven, riding on LION, jumps through the portal and lands
in the middle of the hallway, knocking several students
down.

STEVEN
Whoa! There’s a lot of people here!

The students look at Lion in shock.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Oh, don’t worry. He’s friendly.
Really friend--ugh.

Lion, wide-eyed at all the people, drops Steven to the
ground and opens another portal. He dives through it,
leaving Steven in the school hallway and a crowd of students
wondering what just happened.

The bell rings again and all the students snap out of their
trance and rush to class.

STUDENT 1
A pink lion? Seriously? What are
we, four?

STUDENT 3
Glad it’s gone though.

(CONTINUED)
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STUDENT 2
Probably some dumb school spirit
thing.

STUDENT 1
If that’s our new mascot, I’m gonna
hurl.

Connie, grimacing, runs over to Steven.

CONNIE
Steven, what are you doing here!?

STEVEN
I wanted to see what school was
like. It’s...really rectangle-y.

He looks down the hallways, now almost empty of people and
lined with lockers. The hallway entrance forms a near
perfect rectangle, while each locker lining it is equally
rectangular. The walls are one shade of blue and the lockers
are a slightly darker shade of the same blue.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
And blue.

CONNIE
I’m all for you trying out school,
but you can’t just appear in--

MRS. TEMPLETON sticks her head out of a nearby classroom.

MRS. TEMPLETON
Miss Maheswaran, you will be late
for History if you don’t report to
my room this instant!

CONNIE
(sighing)

Yes, Mrs. Templeton.

Mrs. Templeton sees Steven next to Connie.

MRS. TEMPLETON
Oh, are you the new boy?

STEVEN
(blankly)

Sure.

MRS. TEMPLETON
Come on in then. We got a free desk
for you all set up.

(CONTINUED)
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STEVEN
Yay!

Steven runs to the classroom, while Connie
follows, flabbergasted.

INT. CLASSROOM -- DAY

Mrs. Templeton leads Steven and Connie into a packed
classroom. The students sit in long rows of square desks,
facing the front. The blackboard has the words "Ottoman
Empire and You" written in chalk. Mrs. Templeton leads
Steven down a row with an empty desk at the end.

MRS. TEMPLETON
What’s your name?

STEVEN
Steven Universe.

MRS. TEMPLETON
Hmm. I don’t think that was the
name on the list...

CONNIE
Oh, uh, yeah! They got his name
wrong. I was supposed to tell you.

MRS. TEMPLETON
All right then. Steven, that’s your
seat back there.

STEVEN
Whoo!

Steven goes to his desk and sits down, pushing the chair
back with a loud creak. He pulls out a paper and pencil from
the desk, and takes time to ensure that they are perfectly
straight and even. Once satisfied, he folds his hands on the
desk and grins, looking straight ahead. Connie sits down
next to him, unsure of herself.

MRS. TEMPLETON
Class, today I am happy to welcome
our newest student--Steven
Universe. Let’s all say "Hi" to
Steven.

Steven and the CLASS speak at the same time.

(CONTINUED)
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CLASS
(emotionless)

Hi Steven.

STEVEN
(happily)

Hi to Steven.

He laughs.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Everyone in school is so nice.

Connie makes a nervous sound.

MRS. TEMPLETON
So, let’s begin. Open your
textbooks to page 267, where we
continue our discussions of the
Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman Empire
was founded at the end of the
thirteenth century...

Steven watches Mrs. Templeton at first with eagerness in his
eyes, but as she drones on, he slips further and further
down his seat, growing more and more bored. By the end, he’s
fallen asleep.

MRS. TEMPLETON (CONT’D)
And so, as we--

The bell rings, and the students jump up. Steven snaps to
attention.

STEVEN
Onion isn’t a real onion!

MRS. TEMPLETON
Remember to finish the reading by
tomorrow! Pages 300-400!

STEVEN
Awww, what? 100 pages by tomorrow?

The students all rush past and Connie approaches Steven.

CONNIE
(awkward)

What did you think?

STEVEN
Well, at least it’s over. Now we
can have fun, right?

(CONTINUED)
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CONNIE
Ah, no. There are still five more
classes before school is over.

STEVEN
(horrified)

FIVE?!

MONTAGE: Steven’s Day

-- Steven sits in a similar position in multiple classrooms,
and makes the same noise, but the tone in which he speaks
shifts from scene to scene. This sequence occurs in rapid
succession. Steven gets progressively more confused until
the end.

-- Steven in Math, as denoted by the math posters behind
him. Steven holds a calculator.

STEVEN
Uhh...

-- Steven in English, holding a book, with Shakespeare
posters behind him.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Uhh...

-- Steven in Home Economics, with a pot on fire in front of
him.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Uhh...

-- Steven in Lunch, holding a Styrofoam tray while an unseen
lunch lady ladles a grey blob onto it. There’s a sign saying
"TODAY’S LUNCH: DEFINITELY FOOD" behind him.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Eugh.

-- Steven in Computer Programming, typing on a computer
without looking.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Uhh...

-- Steven in chemistry, mixing two vials of different
colored liquid together in one larger glass beaker. It
explodes, leaving him with a charred face.

(CONTINUED)
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STEVEN (CONT’D)
Ahh!

END MONTAGE: Steven’s Day.

EXT. SCHOOL -- AFTERNOON

Steven collapses onto a bench with a groan outside of the
school building as Connie approaches.

CONNIE
You made it through your first day
of school. What’d you think?

STEVEN
It was so...I don’t know...BORING.
When I’m with the Gems and they’re
teaching me stuff, I’m usually
doing more than just sitting and
listening. Here, you just kind of
watch as information is thrown at
you. And there’s so much of
it...it’s overwhelming.

CONNIE
Lectures tend to be that way. A lot
of information. But you also got to
experiment in Chemistry.

STEVEN
And got in trouble for it! It
exploded!

CONNIE
Well...yeah.

Connie gives a little laugh. Steven turns to face her.

STEVEN
I don’t know how you stand it.
Sitting for so long. Being talked
at.

CONNIE
It’s not that bad. I actually kind
of--

STEVEN
If I was in charge, school would be
more--

Steven snaps his fingers.

(CONTINUED)
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STEVEN (CONT’D)
Wait, that’s it!

CONNIE
What’s it?

STEVEN
I’ll make my own school! One far
better than this one.

CONNIE
Is that a good id--

STEVEN
It’ll making learning fun!

Steven gets stars in his eyes while Connie remains
unconvinced.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Oh, I’m getting so many great
ideas! Is this what inspiration
feels like? I think it’s what
inspiration feels like! Eeeee!

CONNIE
Steven--

STEVEN
I’ll need some time to set it up,
though. Come by the house after
regular school tomorrow, Connie. By
then, the Steven Universe Academy
for Fun Learning will be all ready
to go.

CONNIE
Uh...okay...

STEVEN
Great! Now to go home. Lion!

Steven’s call for Lion goes unanswered.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Can I get a ride?
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EXT. STEVEN’S HOUSE -- THE NEXT DAY

Connie, carrying Rose’s sword in his backpack, climbs the
steps to Steven’s house. Her backpack is bulging with books
and she looks tired.

CONNIE
Just tell him, Connie. He’ll
understand, he always understands.
He--Oh...

Draped across the doorway is a banner crudely painted with
the text "STEVEN UNIVERSE’S FUN ACADAMY FOR FUN LURNING" in
sloppy handwriting. Steven himself opens the door.

STEVEN
Connie! You’re here!

Steven clears his throat and then speaks with a slightly
deeper, more serious tone.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Ahem. Connie, welcome to Steven
Universe’s Academy for Fun
Learning, where we make learning,
fun!

He smiles and a bright light flashes over his teeth.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Come inside.

INT. STEVEN’S HOUSE LIVING ROOM -- DAY

Steven leads Connie inside the house, where a table and two
chairs have been pulled into the center of the room. PEARL
stands across from them with a white board behind her. She
nods to them both with a small smile on her face.

PEARL
Hello Connie. Welcome.

STEVEN
We, at the Steven Universe Academy
for Learning Fun believe that every
day should be, uh, for fun and
learning. That’s why we’ve
developed a currica--no, a
curruhic--that’s not right, a
curry--

(CONTINUED)
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CONNIE
Curriculum?

STEVEN
Plan! A plan where each student
will learn four things every day.

CONNIE
Only four?

STEVEN
Mhmm. Eventually, you will learn
everything there is to know!

CONNIE
Uh...okay...

Connie and Steven sit at the two chairs, and Steven pulls
out a notebook. Connie looks between him and Pearl,
confused.

STEVEN
Pearl will be teaching us history
today.

PEARL
Yes, thank you, Steven.

STEVEN
Principal Universe!

PEARL
Oh, right. Anyway,
Ste--uh--Principal Universe said
you were learning about the Ottoman
Empire in regular school, and I
thought I could help. I was there,
you know.

CONNIE
Really?

Connie is actually interested in this.

PEARL
Oh, yes. I’ve experienced a lot of
your Earth history, though mostly
as an observer. Anyway, the Ottoman
Empire was founded by Osman the
first, a man who I watched rise up
from nothing. He was kind of a jerk
about it, truth be told--

(CONTINUED)
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STEVEN
Yay! We learned something! We’re
done here.

Steven slams his notebook closed.

PEARL
Huh?

STEVEN
Pearl, we agreed on learning four
things at the Steven’s Fun Academy
for Learning, and that was your one
thing.

PEARL
Uh...oh. Okay then. More tomorrow,
I guess? I’ll have to choose my
"one thing" very carefully in the
future.

STEVEN
Yup.

He looks at Connie, beaming, while she fidgets in her seat.

CONNIE
Steven, can I--

PERIDOT jumps down from the upper floor and lands in front
of the white board as Pearl walks off.

PERIDOT
Greetings Steven and his Human
Friend Connie! Now it is time for
the Great Peridot’s class! We’re
going to learn about Wireless Fi’s,
today.

STEVEN
Yay, internet!

PERIDOT
There is nothing to "Yay" about for
Wireless Fi’s. Wireless Fi’s are
among the most complicated of your
human communication networks to
configure. You--

Steven writes in his notebook and speaks outloud.

(CONTINUED)
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STEVEN
Wi-Fi...is...complicated. Yay!
That’s two things!

PERIDOT
That is not a thing! That is but a
piece of the intricately designed
puzzle that only I, the Wondrous
Peridot, was able to decipher! Only
by talking with me can you learn
the wonders of the Wireless Fi’s! I
made diagrams! And detailed notes!

Peridot tosses some paper in the air, covered in graphs and
scribbled handwriting.

STEVEN
We can use those diagrams tomorrow.
We do not want to overwhelm our
students with too much knowledge on
any one day!

Peridot considers.

PERIDOT
That is true. Human minds can only
handle so much before it leaks out
of their ears like mucus from a
eucordane. Very well. I will resume
my lesson tomorrow. DON’T BE LATE.

Steven nods.

STEVEN
All right! Time for gym!

Connie taps Steven on the shoulder, but he’s already running
off.

EXT. STEVEN’S HOUSE -- DAY

Steven and Connie stand outside on the beach with a
volleyball net set up between them. AMETHYST, shaped like a
ball, bounces in front of Connie.

AMETHYST
Spike me in his face, Connie!

CONNIE
I’ll try!

Connie jumps and punches Amethyst but she hits the net and
falls on Connie’s side.

(CONTINUED)
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AMETHYST
Close, but you need to punch me
harder, like this.

Amethyst changes into her normal form, jumps incredibly
high, and punches a rock to the ground. It explodes into a
crater on Steven’s side of the net, raining dirt over him.
He ducks away with a cry.

AMETHYST (CONT’D)
Now you try.

CONNIE
I don’t think I can jump that high.

AMETHYST
Nonsense.

Amethyst grabs Connie around the waist, tosses her into the
air, and changes into a ball, bouncing up after her. Connie
swallows, and punches Amethyst. This time, Amethyst flies
over the net and Steven can’t return her.

STEVEN
That’s thing number 3! Almost done!

Connie lands in a pile of sand nearby, groaning. Amethyst
laughs.

AMETHYST
That’s how we do!

EXT. STEVEN’S HOUSE -- LATER

LAPIS walks out of the house, holding an orb of water in her
hand. She looks a little nervous and freezes up, but Steven
gestures that she should go ahead. Lapis returns his smile,
nods, and holds the orb up.

LAPIS
Steven said I should teach you
about environmental science. But I
really only know about water.

STEVEN
That’s okay. Water is a part of the
environment. Right Connie?

CONNIE
Y-yeah. How are you doing that?

Despite herself, Connie is interested in Lapis’s display.

(CONTINUED)
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LAPIS
Oh, this? It’s easy. See, water is
made of two parts hydrogen and one
part oxygen, or H-2-O. You can move
and manipulate it by--

Again, Steven writes in his notebook.

STEVEN
Hydrogen and Oxygen. And that’s
four! Phew, I’m pooped!

The water orb splashes to the sand. Lapis sighs, shakes her
head, and walks back to the house.

Steven stands up from his seat and points to GARNET, who has
been sitting in a beach chair watching.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
Now, Garnet, you just need to quiz
Connie and me on what we learned.
Then we can call this school day
complete.

GARNET
Quiz?

STEVEN
Quiz.

CONNIE
...quiz?

STEVEN
Quiz!

Several shots flicker between Garnet, Steven, and Connie.
Garnet has a blank expression on her face. Steven is looking
determined and ready for a fight. Connie just looks
concerned. After several shots pass, faster each time,
Garnet speaks.

GARNET
You...passed?

STEVEN
Yay! We did it, Connie! We
completed our first day at the
Universe Fun Academy. I’m so proud!
We learned four things and passed a
quiz.

Steven falls onto the sand, making a sand angel.

(CONTINUED)
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STEVEN (CONT’D)
Whoo!

The remaining Gems walk off, leaving Connie and Steven alone
the beach. The sun is starting to set, bathing everything in
orange.

STEVEN (CONT’D)
So, what did you think of Steven
Learning Fun Academy?

Connie digs into the dirt with her finger.

CONNIE
Huh? Oh, uh...it’s fine.

STEVEN
Much better than boring old regular
school, that’s for sure.

CONNIE
Uh, well...I like regular school,
actually.

Steven sits up.

STEVEN
You do?

Connie turns to face him.

CONNIE
Yeah. I like learning. While my
family and I moved around a lot,
schools remained kind of the same.
The classes were similar--there was
always history, and math, and so
on. And there was always the
popular kids, the nerdy kids, the
jocks, and everything in between.
It’s been one of the only constants
in my life.

STEVEN
I’m not a constant?

CONNIE
What? No, you are. You definitely
are!

Connie gives a confused Steven a hug.

(CONTINUED)
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CONNIE (CONT’D)
I just...this stuff with you and
all the Gems is so wonderful, and
weird, and crazy, and confusing,
and I love it, I really do. I’ve
done so many wonderful things that
I never knew I was capable of. But,
I don’t know, I just need something
less...magical in my life to
balance it, you know?

STEVEN
I’m not normal?

CONNIE
You have a gem sticking out of your
belly.

Steven pulls up his shirt. He pokes his gem.

STEVEN
Oh. Right.

Connie moves closer to Steven and puts a hand on his
shoulder.

CONNIE
I need Steven Universe, the Gems,
and the adventures, but I also need
Connie in regular school with
non-magical people. Maybe not
always, but right now, I need the
balance. You don’t need to make
school fun for me--you are fun, the
way you are. And school is fun for
me too, in a different way. But in
a way that I need.

She turns to the sunset and sighs.

CONNIE (CONT’D)
Does this make any sense?

STEVEN
Yeah, it does. Thanks for telling
me.

He smiles at her, she returns it. They turn toward the
setting sun and watch it as the banner falls off the house
and blows toward them. They laugh. The star image zooms
toward the sun, then Connie speaks.

(CONTINUED)
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CONNIE
You do know you spelled Academy
wrong, right?

STEVEN
(blankly)

Sure.

Star zaps out.

THE END


